Bible Study - 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

1 Corinthians 11:17-22
17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for
the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that
there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order
that those who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the
Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry,
another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church
of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I
will not.

The way the church celebrates communion has not always looked the same. This church in Corinth is
not ravenously eating tiny wafers and getting drunk off of thimbles of wine. What do you think the Lord’s
Supper looked like in the early church?

What is the problem in this church that is hindering their celebration of the sacrament?

What factions may be present in the church today? In what ways do those who have nothing or who
have less get left out? How can we fight against that tendency?

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

If you frequently attend church, you would have heard these words countless times. In reading them,
does anything new stand out?

Does knowing that this was done on the very night Jesus was betrayed, with the one who betrayed him
in their midst, add anything to your appreciation of Jesus’ act?

In taking the Lord’s Supper, what is it that we “remember” and “proclaim”?
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1 Corinthians 11:27-34
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the
bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and
drinks judgment on himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if
we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are
disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.
33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another— 34 if anyone is hungry,
let him eat at home—so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I
will give directions when I come.

If the church celebrates the Lord’s Supper, but does so in a way that stands against what the meal
represents (like in verses 18-21 and 33), what happens to the “proclaim” part of the sacrament? What
happens to our witness?

How can we best prepare ourselves to take the Lord’s Supper?

John 13:1-9, 12-14
1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 During
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him,
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and
was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do
you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward
you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not
wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!”
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to
them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right,
for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another's feet.

The Gospel of John records something else Jesus does with his disciples before his betrayal. Is it
surprising that Jesus would do such a thing to his own disciples?

If Jesus came and served us, sinners that we are, in this way, what does that mean for how we should
now live?

How can you apply these Scriptures to your life?
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